Meeting of the Solar System
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Scene:  The planets can be seated in a semicircle.  They are chatting as they wait for the SUN to call the meeting to order.)
SUN:  (Enters stage left and call’s meeting to order.)  Planets, I now call the First Annual Meeting of the Solar System to order. (Pause.)  The Purpose of this meeting is to promote diplomatic relations.  We’ve been having some problems out there and it’s time to deal with them.  Let’s start by getting everyone to introduce themselves.  Some of us live quite far from one another.  I am the Sun.   (Polite applause from the group.)   We’ll Start with the planets nearest to me.

MERCURY:  I’m Mercury, named after the Roman winged messenger god. 

(Polite applause)

VENUS:  I’m Venus, named after the Roman goddess of love.  (Winks at group and throws a kiss.)

(Wild applause!)

EARTH:  I, of course, am your host today – Earth.

(Long applause, one or two planets stand.)

MARS:  It’s none of your business who I am!

SUN:  Now Mars, that’s enough of that behavior!  Ladies and gentlemen, may I introduce Mars, named after the Roman god of war.  He gets a little testy sometimes and –

MERCURY: Yeah—that’s who we want to talk about, we’re--

SUN:  Please, let the other planets introduce themselves.  Jupiter you’re next, I believe.

(Mars sits and sulks)
JUPITER:  Hello.  I’m Jupiter, named after the Chief Roman god.

(Polite applause)
SATURN:  I’m Saturn, named after the Roman god of agriculture.

(Polite applause)

URANUS:  I’m Uranus, named after the Greek sky god.

(polite applause)
NEPTUNE:  I’m Neptune, named after the Roman sea god).  

(Polite applause)
MERCURY:  And that’s Pluto, named after the Greek god of the underworld, but he’s not even a planet anymore.  He’s been demoted.   Why is he even here anyway?  You know, I’ll bet he’s behind all this trouble with Mars!

PLUTO:  Listen you puny little planet –
MERCURY:  Puny!  Well at least I’m still considered a planet!

SUN:  Now that’s enough!  Obviously we have a problem here.  It seems that Mars has been causing trouble.

MERCURY, VENUS, EARTH, JUPITER, SATURN, URANUS, NEPTUNE:  (all shake their heads in agreement.)  YES!!!

(Planets begin whispering to each other.   SATURN shouts out….)

SATURN:  All you have to do is look at the red color of Mars to know that he’s an angry sort of planet!

URANUS:  He’s been using his color just to get attention.  Most of us are plainer shades of yellow, orange, green and blue.  Mars has been showing off at every opportunity he gets!

JUPITER:  I think we should kick Mars out of the solar system!  He doesn’t deserve to be with us.  He can be a hot shot by himself!

(All planets cheer and agree.)

NEPTUNE:  Let’s take a vote.  All in favor?

(Planets begin to raise their hands to vote.)

SUN:  Hold on a minute.  QUIET!  (pauses)  Don’t you planets realize what you’re doing?  All parts of the solar system depend on the gravitational forces of the different bodies.  If Mars left, the gravitational forces would change.  That could mean big changes in our orbits, and temperatures and atmospheres.  Earth, you in particular should realize that.  You might not be warm or have enough oxygen in your atmosphere any more.

MARS:  (shouts)  Don’t you see that Earth is the problem!! (All planets look at Mars.)  Earth has it all:  warm temperatures and human beings to keep it company.  I don’t have anyone.  My average surface temperature is -23 degrees Celsius.  I guess I’m …well….jealous!  That’s why I wanted to get more attention.

PLUTO:  You know, I have the same complaint.  I lack heat and light.  My surface temperature is -230 degrees Celsius!  It’s so cold and dark that life can’t exist on me.  And now I’ve been demoted and I’m not even considered a planet anymore!

NEPTUNE, URANUS, JUPITER, SATURN:  We don’t know what it’s like to be small and demoted, but we do agree with Pluto that we are all cold and lonely!

MERCURY:  (looking at complaining planets)  You can all have some of my light and heat.  They don’t help one bit.  You see, Sun, I get too much heat and light.  Any living creature would bake on my surface!


VENUS:  I have the same problem Mercury does.  When humans try to send machines to visit me the machines are 

destroyed by my poisonous gas clouds within seconds.  Nothing alive here either!

ALL PLANETS EXCEPT EARTH:    Then what can we do Sun?  We want life to exist on us like it does on Earth.

(Earth grins an embarrassed kind of grin.  All other planets start making noise by pounding their fists or stomping their feet)

SUN:  Silence, please.  Now, I realize how each one of you must feel, but I’m not totally to blame.

ALL COMPLAINING PLANETS:  (Astonished.)  Who is then?

SUN:  You yourselves are partially to blame.

ALL COMPLAINING PLANETS:  (Each says something different to each other and to SUN.)  How is that?  What did you say?  No way!   This guy’s off his rocker.

SUN:  Mercury and Venus, you revolve too close to me; that’s why you get so much heat and light.  And you, Jupiter, Uranus, Neptune, Saturn, and even you Pluto, you revolve far away; not enough of my heat and light can reach you to warm you up way out there in space.  Only Earth and Mars revolve at the right distance from me to make life possible on their surfaces.

MARS:  Then why doesn’t life exist on me?

SUN:  You will have to talk to Atmosphere about that.

(Mars calls out for Atmosphere.)
ATMOSPHERE:  (Enters and looks around.  Yawns.)   Here I thought I could get some sleep while you planets argued.  Who called for me?

MARS:  I did!

ATMOSPHERE:  Yes, Mars, what can I do for you?
MARS:  I have a complaint, Atmosphere.  You spread yourself so thin on my surface that no life can exist on me.  If people came, they wouldn’t be able to breathe.

VENUS:  Atmosphere, I have the opposite problem.  You spread yourself so thick on me that if someone were on my surface they wouldn’t even be able to see big, bright Sun at all.

JUPITER:  Yes, I have that problem also.
SATURN, NEPTUNE, URANUS:  Yes, we do too!

MERCURY:  You should be thankful.  Atmosphere doesn’t even come to me at all!  (sniffs)
ATMOSPHERE:  It’s too hot your way Mercury.   I can’t survive in such conditions.

PLUTO:  Ok, I know I’m not even a planet anymore, but atmosphere doesn’t come to me either!

ATMOSPHERE:  Bunch of cry babies!  Pluto, as you mentioned you’re not even a planet anymore, but anyway, you are too far away from the Sun.  It’s just too cold way out there!  I can’t survive in those conditions, either.  Why I’d immediately turn to ice!

SUN:  Silence, please!  You are such a noisy bunch.  I can’t understand how the universe stays as quiet as it is.  Each of you has complaints except Earth.

ALL COMPLAINING PLANETS:  Earth doesn’t complain because living things are found there.  How could Earth be lonely?

EARTH:  I’ve been listening to all of t his and I have something to say.  It’s true that having life is nice.  It’s got its problems too though.  Humans can make an awful mess with things like pollution.  But, they’re working on it.  I do like having them around.  What you don’t realize is that humans are interested in each one of you.  Sometimes I think they care more about you than they do about me!  They spend millions of dollars sending up satellites and space probes to visit you.  They buy telescopes, they study you , they take pictures.  Next time you feel lonely, think of all of Earth’s people looking at you.  Mars, I’ve got kids in schools right now who will probably be visiting you in the next 20 or 30 years.  All they have to do is grow up and design the rockets and habitation modules so they can live on your surface.
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MARS:  I had no idea they were excited about seeing my surface.  I can’t wait to see their faces when they get a look at the solar system’s largest volcano—and 

some of my craters would fit many of your continents inside them!

VENUS:  Why, maybe I could be a movie star!  You know in one of those ro-man-tic kind of films!

(All planets laugh.)

ALL COMPLAINING PLANETS:  (smiling and excited.  Certain planets say certain lines.)  I guess we’re not so alone after all, with all those people looking at us.  We’re more popular than we could have imagined.  Maybe some day we can even do something to help those humans.  Thank you Sun, for talking to us; and thank you Earth, for all your people.

(All planets take a bow.)
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Adapted by Aaron Forrester, Young Astronaut Pilot and 5th Grader at Mitchell Elementary in Mrs. Graham’s class.  Adapted from “The First Annual Meeting of the Solar System” from the book Science Is.





